
Karma-kāṇda – Fight! Gains come from dutifully fighting and 

losses come from not fighting (2.31-38) 

Kṛṣṇa now drops His argument to a materialistic level.  Having 

successfully defeated the argument of compassion, He will now defeat 

Arjuna’s argument of enjoyment, and make clear that one can become 

happy only by adherence to duty. 

 

Main Theme:  

Material happiness comes from proper execution of one’s dharma.  

Neglect of dharma brings material downfall. 

 

Subpoints: 

A. This section elaborates on text 2.2, where Kṛṣṇa explains that  

avoidance of duty leads no to higher planets but to infamy. 

B. Dharma has two main divisions. 

1. First, there is the sva-dharma for those who have not attained 

self-realization.  As functions of the varṇāśrama system, these 

duties fulfill material desires in a regulated manner, and thus 

gradually diminish bodily consciousness and encourage 

detachment.  Most of Kṛṣṇa’s arguments in this section come 

from the first platform of sva-dharma (2.31). 

2. Secondly, there is the sva-dharma for those who have attained 

liberation.  These purely spiritual duties are not based on 

one’s desires or conditioning (2.31). 

C. The duties of a kṣatriya 

1. The specific duty of the kṣatriya is to protect the citizens from 

harm.  For this reason, they receive training to be expert 

fighters and must never shrink from a battle, which may be 

necessary for the protection of society (2.31). 



2. In a righteous battle, victory brings worldly fame, and death 

sends one to the higher planets.  Thus all outcomes are 

beneficial for the kṣatriyas, who eagerly engage in such 

warfare. 

a) These facts also apply to Arjuna’s fear of sinful 

reactions. 

b) Arjuna said that killing in the battle would be sinful.  

Kṛṣṇa, however, defines sin as avoidance of one’s 

duty.  Since it is Arjuna’s kṣatriya duty to fight it 

would be a sin not to kill in the battle. 

D. Kṛṣṇa points out that Arjuna will be disrespected by the opposing 

warriors on account of his neglecting duty (2.33-37).  

E. After Kṛṣṇa defeats Arjuna’s argument of enjoyment, He quickly 

returns the conversation to a transcendental level.  In verse 38, He 

explains that Arjuna should fight not for material happiness, but 

because it is his duty. 

 


