
 

Jñāna—Fight! There is no death for the soul (2.11—30) 

 

Main Theme: 

 

The spirit soul is eternal and indestructible, while material nature is 

temporary.  Because of this, one should not be bewildered by the 

inevitable destruction of the material body.  Rather one should 

remain fixed in prescribed duties, which purify and allow one to 

realize the eternal self. 

 

Subpoints: 

A. Kṛṣṇa calls Arjuna foolish (2.11). 

1. The first step in teaching is to dismantle the student’s 

misconceptions.   

2. Arjuna presented many intellectual arguments to avoid fighting, but 

he did not consider the essential nature of the soul.  Therefore, 

even though his arguments sounded intellectual, they were based 

on the platform of ignorance. 

B. The soul is eternal and eternally individual (2.12). 

C. Prescribed duties are essential for spiritual advancement.  They fulfill 

material desires in a regulated way, and thus gradually detach one from 

the bodily concept of life. 

 

Śrila Prabhupāda gives three examples of such purifying duties in this 

connection: 

1. The requirement of taking bath early in the month of Māgha even 

though it is cold. 

2. The necessity to cook in the heat of the summer. 



3. Sannyāsa life in general, which is full of austerity. 

D. Understanding the soul: 

1. On a cloudy day the sun is not directly visible, but we infer its 

presence by the presence of its symptom: light in the sky.  

Similarly, the infinitesimal atomic soul is not directly perceptible to 

the naked eye but is indirectly perceived by its symptom: 

consciousness. 

2. One can conclusively establish the authenticity of the soul’s 

presence by comparing a live body with a dead one.  We cannot 

find any material element missing in the dead body, although 

consciousness is clearly gone.  Therefore consciousness is not the 

symptom of any material element, but of the non-material element 

(2.17). 

3. As the soul is beyond the range of ordinary perception, it cannot be 

understood by direct empiric methods alone.  We must therefore 

understand the soul on the basis of Vedic wisdom (2.25). 

E. Different types of people misunderstand the nature of the soul (2.29). 

1. Persons of small knowledge, who try to understand the soul 

through empiric perception alone, cannot see that the same soul 

can animate different types of material bodies, from the elephant 

to the germ. 

2. Persons engrossed in pursuance of sense gratification have no time 

for spiritual introspection and thus misunderstand the soul. 

3. Some understand that the self is spirit, but incorrectly equate the 

atomic soul and the all-pervasive Supersoul as the same in all 

respects. 

F. Time inevitably destroys the body.  Thus one should concern themselves  

with the eternal spirit soul, the real self animating the body (2.16, 26-28, 

30). 

G. Śrila Prabhupāda uses Kṛṣṇa’s instructions on the nature of the soul to  



Launch powerful attacks on the Māyāvāda philosophy. 

1. Māyāvādī philosophers declare that any individual consciousness is 

due to illusion.  If this is the case, then the conscious individual 

named Kṛṣṇa is also in illusion and His Bhagavad-gīta cannot be 

authoritative.  Yet Māyāvādīs claim to accept the authority of 

Bhagavad-gīta.  This is self-contradictory (2.12). 

2. Māyāvādīs say that māyā  broke or cut the individual souls from 

the one original consciousness, but Bhagavad-gīta and the 

Upaniṣads establish the spirit souls as unbreakable and non-

cleavable (2.13, 23) 

3. Māyāvādīs claims that the liberated soul dissolves homogeneously 

into Brahman, but Bhagavad-gīta and the Upaniṣads say the soul is 

insoluble and can never dissolve (2.24). 

4. The spirit soul may be the same as Supersoul in terms of quality, 

but never in quantity.  The spirit soul is infinitesimal (aṇu) and the 

Supersoul is infinite (vibhu).  Therefore, the individual soul can be 

overcome by the force of māyā, whereas the Supersoul, always full 

in Himself, simply witnesses the activities of the spirit soul 

engrossed in material nature (2.17 purport, 20 purport, 23 

purport). 

 


