
Philosophical Points – Introduction and Chapter One (1-27) 
 
Introduction 
 

- Bhagavad-gita also known as Gitopanisad, is the essence of Vedic knowledge and 
one of the most important Upanisads (p. 3). 

 
- Krsna cannot be known even to personalities greater than human beings, so how 

can a human being understand Him without becoming a devotee.  Therefore one 
must at least theoretically accept Sri Krsna as the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, and try to understand the Bhagavad-gita in a submissive spirit (p. 6-7). 

 
Chapter One – Observing the Armies on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra 
 
Introduction: Preparations for War (1.1-27) 
 
Main Theme: 
 

A. Using literary devices (i.e. foreshadowing, tone), Chapter One  
Repeatedly presents the following theme: Devotees who surrender to 
Krsna’s protection are assured victory, despite overwhelming material 
odds. 

B. Bhagavad-gita introduces Krsna, the Supreme Personality of  
Godhead, as the intimate servant of His devotee. 
 
 

Subpoints: 
 

A. Examples of how this first section foreshadows the victory of  the       
surrendered devotee. 
 

1. Text 1: As explained in the first verse of the Gita, the battle will take 
place at ‘dharma-ksetre’, a place of religion.  Since the Pandavas are 
religious they will be victorious. 

2. Text 10: Grandsire Bhisma’s strength doesn’t measure up 
(aparyaptam) to the strength of Bhima who is surrendered to Krsna. 

3. Text 12:  In response to Duryodhana, Bhisma blows a conch, the 
symbol of Vishnu. 

4. Text 14: Krsna is called Madhava to denote that He is the husband of 
the goddess of fortune.  Also the conchshells of the Krsna and 
Arjuna are referred to as transcendental (divyau sankhau). 

5. Test 15: Krsna is referred to as Hrsikesa suggesting that He will 
personally direct the senses of Arjuna. 

6. Text 19: The devotee’s confidence in Krsna shatters the hearts of the 
enemy. 



 
B. The political expertise of Duryodhana.   
          

1. Text 3: drupada-putrena, the enemy was born to kill Dronacarya, so  
                  be attentive. 
2. Text 8: The order in which he mentions the heroes of his army. 
3. Text 10: He encourages Dronacarya that his assistance to Bhisma is 

essential. 
 
                              
 
 
 
 


